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ROME, Feb. 17 (Xinhua) -- Italian farmers are looking at the warmest winter in recent 

memory in the Mediterranean basin as a warning that they will have to face the challenges 

in the coming years.

According to data from the European Medium-term Weather Forecast Center, this winter's 

average temperatures in the Mediterranean region were 3 degrees Celsius warmer than 

average temperatures for the region, the highest seen in the area in at least 30 years.

"This kind of change represents an enormous challenge for the agricultural sector," Angelo 

Gentili, head of the agriculture section for the environmental lobby group Legambiente, told 

Xinhua.

"A change in temperature this significant means plants start to flower too early, mixed with 

drought and other changed rain patterns," he said, adding "This is the biggest single 

challenge facing the agricultural sector."

Gentili and other leading analysts said that warming temperatures will also have an impact 

on the way plants are pollinated. Additionally, they said, flowering plants that bloom too 

early run the risk of having the flowers destroyed by a late cold snap.

"If this trend continues it will have a ripple effect across the entire agricultural sector," Gentili 

said. "We cannot predict all the impacts but they will be significant."

According to Franco Verrascina, president of Copagri (the Confederation of Agricultural 

Producers), the challenges facing Italian farmers are greater than those in most other parts 

of Europe.

"Italy is a peninsula in the middle of the Mediterranean," Verrascina said in an interview. 

"The impacts are already hitting Italy very hard and over time they will only become more 

severe."

Verrascina believes that the impacts will be wide-ranging, from the production of grains, like 

corn for the production of cornmeal, to high-end products like grapes and olives used for 

making wine and olive oil.

Eight transport 

aircraft of PLA Air 

Force send medics 

to Wuhan

Recovered patients 

donate plasma to 

save more

Communities, 

compounds 

intensify epidemic 

control measures in 

Beijing

Students start 

online learning 

across China

Epidemic-hit 

Xiaogan witnesses 

snowfall

1st batch of cured 

patients discharged 

from "Wuhan 

Livingroom"

TOP STORIES

EDITOR’S CHOICE

/  01. China opposes U.S. "long-arm 
jurisdiction": FM spokesperson

/  02. China will ultimately win battle against 
COVID-19: BMW China chief

/  03. NBA legend Scottie Pippen voices 
support for China in battle against virus 
outbreak

/  04. SpaceX rocket launches 5th batch of 
60 internet satellites into space

/  05. The best looks from London Fashion 
Week

MOST VIEWED

Europe China-Europe Opinion Window of China Latest Photos Video

Home China World Asia & Pacific Europe Africa North America More ∨

Feature: Italian farmers worried about warming trend in Mediterranean - Xinhua | En… Page 1 of 3

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/europe/2020-02/18/c_138793015.htm 18/02/2020



Egypt's first jewelry 
school ignites hope for 
jewelry-making industry

Scenery of cole flower 
field in Bhaktapur, Nepal

In pics: soldiers of UN-
backed GNA in Tripoli, 
Libya

Soapbox Race held 
during carnival parade in 
Croatia

Lithuania marks 102nd 
independence 
anniversary

Highlights of women's 
1,000 meters second race 
at ISU World Cup Short 
Track

Verrascina said while climate change does not mean temperatures will consistently rise 

year after year, the phenomenon does mean the overall trend of rising temperatures over 

time.

"Italy is one of the richest countries in the world in terms of biodiversity and as temperatures 

increase ,that biodiversity is increasingly at risk," he said. "In the agriculture sector, we're 

likely to see less production and production of lower quality."

Verrascina said Italy should take steps to lessen the blow of rising temperatures: making 

better use of water and using seeds for more resistant crops. Farmers need to have 

contingency plans for extreme weather events and use technology to make the process 

more efficient.

Analysts said the fact that Italy's agriculture sector is dominated by small farms -- only one 

in 25 farms are larger than 50 hectares (around 124 acres), according to Eurostat, the 

statistical office of the European Uunion -- which makes it harder for the sector to make 

changes quickly.

Agriculture is an important economic sector for Italy, representing nearly 2 percent of the 

country's gross domestic product, according to figures from the World Bank. 
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